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THE TESTIMONY OF THE PAST 





al 4 “If the Church were led to wipe out all products of the thinking 
re of nineteen Christian centuries and start afresh, the loss, even if the 
I Bible were retained, would be immense. 

m 

ng “When it is once admitted that a body of facts lies at the basis 
“1 of the Christian religion, the efforts which past generations have made 
a 3 toward the classification of the facts will have to be treated with 
n- respect. 

& 

“i “In no branch of science would there be any real advance if every 
ca generation started afresh with no dependence upon what past genera- 
ce tions have achieved. 

to 

he “After listening to modern tirades against the great creeds of the 
Ly. Church, one receives rather a shock when one turns to the Westminster 


Confession, or to that tenderest and most theological of books, the 
Pilgrim’s Progress of John Bunyan, and discovers that in doing so 
one has turned from shallow modern phrases to a ‘dead orthodoxy’ 
that is really pulsating with life in every word. 


“In such orthodoxy there is life enough to set the whole world 
aglow with Christian love.” 


Ses —J. Gresham Machen, 
se Pee “CHRISTIANITY & LIBERALISM” 
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What sort of Presbyterians read and 
support the Journal? We can tell you. 


Recently we sent out a question- 
naire to all of the churches on the 
Journal “Every Family Plan’, think- 
ing that if a congregation is sufficient- 
ly interested to put the Journal in 
every home, it must support the things 
we stand for. With all the question- 
naires returned but one or two, we 
report the following significant sta- 
tistics: 

Every church, with the exception of 
one small rural church and one city 
church meeting in a borrowed build- 
ing has a Sunday Evening Service. 

Every church, without a single ex- 
ception, has a Midweek Prayer Serv- 
ice. 

Every church, with but one excep- 
tion, strongly emphasizes World Mis- 
sions. This one is “interested”. Most 
of the churches on the “Every Family 
Plan” are conspicuous in their Presby- 
teries in support of World Missions. 

A strong evangelistic emphasis was 
reported from virtually every church. 
A great majority emphasize visitation 
evangelism and preaching evangelism. 

Not all but most rate high in giving 
to Benevolences. At least one is the 
outstanding church in its Synod in Be- 
nevolences giving. 

We can’t help wondering what an- 
swers we would get if we queried 
churches that do not support the Jour- 
nal! 





This definition of Evolution came 
across the desk this week. We believe 
you will find it thought-provoking 
too: “Evolution refers to the develop- 
ment of all life apart from the inter- 
vention of God, from one primordial 
cell . . . somehow”. 








Every time we hear or see a report 
of someone being praised for his pub- 
lie prayers we are reminded of an edi- 
torial notice which once appeared in 
the New York Times following the ap- 
pearance of a world-famous ecclesi- 
astic in a fashionable Fifth Ave., 
church: “Yesterday, before a capacity 
congregation, Dr. So-and-So offered 
the most eloquent prayer that has ever 
been offered to a New York audi- 
ence”’. 
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. — To provide 
food and financial help for 30,000 ref- 
ugees of tribal warfare in the Belgian 
Congo, the Board of World Missions 
at its March meeting authorized an 
emergency appropriation of $10,000. 


Thousands of Balubas have been 
displaced from their home in what 
Luluas consider their tribal land. 
Throughout the area of our mission 
work, the Kasai Province, with more 
bloodshed threatened, Balubas are 
moving to new areas before harvest- 
ing their crops. The Luluas remaining 
behind have, in some cases, been un- 
able to reach their fields, fearing at- 
tack by Balubas. A widespread famine 
seems “inevitable” the Mission re- 
ported. 


In addition, Church World Service 
was alerted to the emergency need for 
foodstuffs and clothing by Paul Free- 
land, Secretary of Overseas Relief and 
Inter-Church Aid. The mission in the 
Congo estimated that some 300 tons 
of rice and beans and 200 bales of 
light men’s, women’s and children’s 
clothing are needed. 


At this meeting of the Board, a 
vote of deep appreciation was taken 
for the outstanding work done by Dr. 
Nelson Bell, Board member, and Dr. 
Hugh Bradley, Field Secretary, in Ko- 
rea, in holding consultations with the 
leaders of the Korean Church; and of 
the leadership of the Korean Mission 
during that same troubled time. Their 
work helped to bring about reunion of 
the Presbyterian Church of Korea 
early in 1960. 








NOTICE 


Tom McMahan’s series of stories 


on Billy Graham’s trip to Africa is 
available in a booklet which includes 
descriptive material and some 30 pages 
of pictures. $1.00 each. THE STATE, 
Box 150, Columbia, S. C. 


NAE Convention 
Opens In Chicago 





CHICAGO, IIl. 
Truth in Love,” theme for the 18th 
annual Convention of the National As- 
sociation of Evangelicals, being held 
April 25-29 in Chicago, is the same in 
Chinese or English. Peter Lee, a Chi- 


— “Speaking the 


nese from Singapore who is doing 
graduate work in this country, reads 
the Scripture reference from his 
Chinese Bible (above) as Dr. Merrill 
C. Tenney (right), dean of the grad- 
uate school of Wheaton College, and 
Dr. George L. Ford (left), executive 
director of the NAE look on. More 
than 1,200 delegates and evangelical 
leaders from all parts of the nation 
have gathered for the Convention. 





Church Thief Partial To 
Baptists, Presbyterians 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS)— 
A church thief who thought that Bap- 
tist and Presbyterian churches were 
the easiest and most profitable to rob 
found this conclusion his undoing here. 


Police arrested Charles Hyde, 57, 
while he was trying the door of Chevy 
Chase Baptist Church. He was sen- 
tenced to 60 days for attempted 
burglary and confessed 20 other 
church thefts in the capital city. 


Police, harassed by a wave of church 
depredations, deduced that the thief 
was carefully working his way alpha- 
betically down a list of churches of 
these denominations found in the tel- 
ephone directory. They “staked out’ 
the churches which seemed next on his 
list and caught him red-handed. 
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Crowds View Luther 
Film In Japan 


NEW YORK — (RNS) — Public 
halls and auditoriums in Tokyo were 
reported jammed as the American-pro- 
duced movie, “Martin Luther,” was 
shown with a Japanese soundtrack for 
the first time in Japan. 


Lutheran Church Productions of 
New York, distributors of the film, 
also said here that more than 9,000 
persons saw the premieres at various 
locations held under the auspices of 
the Japanese Lutheran Literature So- 
ciety. 


Only a few films qualify each year 
for theatrical release under the quota 
system imposed by the Japanese gov- 
ernment. The LLS was licensed by 
Japanese authorities to distribute a 
maximum of 10 copies of the Luther 
movie in 16mm for non-theatrical 
showings. 





Orphan Awarded To 
Protestants, Must Be 
Reared Catholic 


WILKES-BARRE, Pa. —(RNS) — 
Custody of a seven-year-old Roman 
Catholic boy, orphaned by an auto- 
truck accident that claimed the lives 
of his parents, sister and two cousins, 
has been awarded to a Protestant 
uncle and aunt with the provision that 
the child be reared a Catholic. 


The decision in the case of Andrew 
Paul Yudiski was made by Judge John 
J. Aponick of Luzerne County Com- 
mon Pleas Court, himself a Catholic. 


The judge found that the boy had 
a strong attachment for the Schultzes 
and desired to remain living with them. 
The boy’s father was a Catholic. His 
mother became a Catholic three weeks 
before her marriage. 


Judge Aponick ruled that, within 
30 days, the Schultzes must consult 
the rector of the nearest Roman Cath- 
olic church on Andrew’s religious ed- 
ucation. (See Editorial, p. 12). 









Jacksonville, Fla., April 28 - May 3 


The 100th General Assembly 


OVERTURES 


FOLLOWING are the overtures, to date, scheduled for consideration by the 
Assembly. Communications having the effect of overtures may be received from 
Presbyteries, Sessions and individuals until after the Assembly actually convenes. 
Below, in parenthesis, are the suggested committees to which these matters will 


be referred. 


1. From Suwanee (Bills and Over- 
tures), a request that the Assembly 
direct its Boards and Agencies to dis- 
pose of the tobacco securities that 
some of them hold as investment prop- 
erty. Suwanee Presbytery is con- 
cerned that the Church should not rea- 
lize income from a source widely rec- 
ognized as evil—We point out just 
one thing: condemnation of the use 
of tobacco should probably precede 
this sort of action. We are not sure 
that an Assembly would be entirely 
consistent if it condemned the to- 
bacco companies without condemning 
the use of tobacco by its members. 


2. From Holston (Bills and Over- 
tures), a request that the Assembly 
encourage the Presbyteries to consider 
the opinions of its absent members 
(missionaries, chaplains, teachers) 
when Constitutional questions are be- 
ing decided (Church Union, changes 
in Confession, etc.). — We certainly 
agree that all sides of every question 
should be heard from any interested 
source for the guidance of the Court. 
If this means absentee voting, how- 
ever, serious consideration should be 
given the proposal before adoption. 


3. From Synod of Missouri (Judicial 
Business), a request to permit min- 
isters of UPUSA churches to moderate 
official meetings of the congregation 
and session. — The new Book of 
Church Order would allow ministers 
of any Reformed body (which is bet- 
ter) to do just that, when necessary. 


4. From Synod of Virginia (Judicial 
Business), a request that the new book 
of Church Order be changed in sev- 
eral respects, chiefly with regards to 
Commissions on the Minister and his 
Work. The Synod of Virginia wants 
Commissions to have the power to in- 
stall and to dismiss ministers. — The 
Standing Committee will .tudy the 
matters carefully. That there seems 
ample reason to make Committees out 


of these Commissions we have pointed 
out several times lately. 


5. Upper Missouri (Assembly’s Of- 
fice) wants the annual statistical re- 
ports changed so as to separate mem- 
bers received by re-affirmation from 
those received by letter. It also wants 
reports of contributions broken down 
in greater detail. — We like the first 
request. We wonder if there is enough 
room in the Minutes to permit the sec- 
ond. 


6. South Texas (Assembly’s Office) 
wants copies of the Minutes sent free 
of charge to vacant churches. — Min- 
isters now receive the Minutes free. 
In this day of “free everything for 
everybody” even this may be excess 
generosity. Surely a congregation can 
pay for its copy? 


7. Potomac (Christian Relations) 
wants our institutions desegregated. — 
It would seem that the perennial argu- 





ment before the Assembly that our 
institutions belong to the Synods and 
not to the Assembly would bear weight 
here. 


8. Potomac (Christian Relations) 
wants the Assembly to affirm the free- 
dom of individual conscience in such 
matters as birth control; and to assert 
itself as to the Christian understand- 
ing of planned parenthood. — We 
doubt that an Assembly pronounce- 
ment on matters pertaining to contra- 
ception would be edifying. 


9. and 10. Southwest and Brazos 
(Inter-Church Relations) want the As- 
sembly to re-open Union negotiations 
with the Northern Presbyterian 
Church. — We simply cannot under- 
stand how anyone, looking at the radi- 
cal differences existing between our 
own Evangelical testimony and the 
polity and program of our Northern 
neighbors would want to go through 


(Cont. on p. 15) 


Church- Mission Relations’ In Mexico 


Two actions taken recently by the 
Fifth General Assembly of the Na- 
tional Presbyterian Church of Mexico 
in Cuernavaca have aroused wide- 
spread interest in the church at home, 
largely through articles published in 
church papers by some of the repre- 
sentatives from the United States who 
were present at the meeting. 


The first of these actions reads as 
follows: “After the round-table dis- 
cussion, which centered largely on the 
fact that the present stage of rela- 
tions between our General Assembly 
and the mission bodies laboring in 
Mexico are anachronistic, since the 
Presbyterian Church (of Mexico) is 
still regarded as a Mission Field, and 
considering that this is the funda- 





PAGE 4 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / APRIL 27, 1960 


J. HERVEY ROSS, M.D. 


mental problem from which all others 
stem, the following resolution was 
adopted: That it be communicated to 
the Churches and Ecclesiastical Bodies 
in foreign countries that maintain re- 
lations with our Church through mis- 
sionary work, that these organizations 
shall recognize the Church as a divine- 
ly and properly instituted body; and 
consequently that all relations in the 
future shall be directly with the Of- 
ficers of the General Assembly of the 
National Presbyterian Church of Mex- 
ico”. Implied, but not stated in the 
final action, though brought out by 
one of the four speakers (out of the 
54 officially registered commissioners) 
who spoke to the motion, is the idea 


(Cont. on p. 16, Col. 1) 
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To be a Christian 


S 














After I have accepted the Lord 
Jesus Christ, yielded my life to Him, 
have been baptized and joined the 
church, I begin to think of living the 
Christian life. And living the Chris- 
tian life is most especially related to 
what we mean when we speak of 
“serving the Lord’’. 


What does it mean to “serve the 
Lord?” To serve someone is to work 
for them, so to speak. It is to carry 
out their will and their wishes. When 
I drive into a filling station, the man 
comes out to serve me. It is his in- 
tention to do anything that I want 
done: to clean my windshield, check 
my oil, fill up my tank. 


Serving the Lord is a matter of do- 
ing what the Lord wants of me. It 
involves a pattern of living in which, 
through my public and private be- 
havior, I obey Him. 


MY PERSONAL TESTIMONY 


Chief among the ways that I can 
serve the Lord is through my testi- 
mony. That is, the stand that I take 
before the world is my service. For 
what do I stand, as far as the world 
is concerned? With whom do I stand? 
What is the nature of my public life, 
spiritually speaking? The answer 
which my life affords to questions 
such as these constitutes my personal 
testimony. It can be for the Lord or 
it can be against Him. And by this 
I do not mean simply whether I obey 
the laws of the land, pay my honest 
debts, although those things are a 
part of my testimony, too. 


When a new family moves into the 
community it isn’t long before you can 
tell a great deal about them whether 
you know them or not. In less than 
a week it would be possible to tell 
where they stand with respect to the 
Lord Jesus Christ because Sunday 
would either see them loafing around 
the house or up and out to participate 


HRVING THE LOR 
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MANFORD GEO. GUTZKE, Ph.D., D.D. 


in the services of the church. If they 
are true believers, one of the first 
things they will do in a new com- 
munity is to establish their spiritual 
home and their active connections with 
a local church. 


Suppose someone moved in across 
the street from you and on Sunday 
you noticed that the house remained 
quiet until a very late hour and no- 
body came and went to church at all? 
That family’s testimony would be that 
there is no God; or if there is a God 
that it doesn’t really make much dif- 
ference. 


Thus your public behavior is your 
testimony. But there are other ways 
in which you can serve the Lord. 
Some are more private and personal. 


You can — and will — pray. It is 
possibly to serve the Lord in praying. 
You want to do the work of God. 
Well, one of the things He wants you 
to do is to pray. And this is for var- 
ious reasons. In prayer you give 
praise to God and this is well-pleasing 
to Him. He wants you to have the 
blessing in your own life which comes 
of praising Him. When you deliberate- 
ly acknowledge that God is great and 
He is good you have a way of account- 
ing to yourself for what happens. 


If you don’t praise God, first thing 
you know you will be praising yourself. 
Just watch other people. Whenever 
you find someone who doesn’t make a 
practice of trusting God, you will 
find someone who is trying to trust 
himself. Anyone who does not look 
upon the Lord as being the “Fairest 


For the best outlook, practice the 
upward look. 


—Ruth Brunk Stoltzfus 
HER HEART AND HOME, 
Moody. 
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of ten thousand” to their soul will 
sooner or later begin to think of them- 
selves in those terms. Or they will 
begin to praise other human beings. 


But there is another way that we 
ean serve God. That is by giving 
thanks to Him. God would have us 
to do His will. And we are actually 
living according to His will when we 
are thankful. Why? For one thing 
because my thanksgiving is a sign that 
I am not taking the credit for what 
happens. For another thing, my 
thanksgiving is a sign that I accept 
what happens to me as being from 
God ... and as being good. When 
adversity comes and I find it within 
me to give thanks, I am yielding my- 
self to the will of God in a way that 
not only provides a rich testimony but 
also most certainly will bring a bless- 
ing into my life. 


One thing further about thanksgiv- 
ing: one of the best ways to assure a 
future blessing is to be thankful for 
past benefits. If I cannot give God 
thanks for what He did for me yester- 
day, then I have no reason to suppose 
that He will do as much for me to- 
morrow. But if I am thankful for 
what He did yesterday, then I can 
assuredly expect as much and more 
tomorrow. That’s the way He is. 


Yet another aspect of prayer in 
which I can serve God is in petition. 
Actually, the Scriptures encourage me 
to ask God for things conforming to 
His will and commensurate with my 
love and faith: “Ask and it shall be 
given you; seek and ye shall find, 
knock and it shall be opened unto you” 
(Matt. 7:7). Asking God for blessings 
is a good thing. He wants us to ask. 
It gives Him an opportunity to an- 
swer our petitions, to His own 
glory and to the increase of our faith 
as it draws us nearer to Him. 


IN THE CHURCH 
One of the best places in which I 











can serve God, of course, is the church. 
And in my church relation, a service 
that I can render is through my giv- 
ing. The stewardship of time and 
money is a concrete service most ap- 
propriate to Christian living. 


Now I am not sure that giving is 
more of a service than sincere prayer 
or praise. As a matter of fact, giving 
money is often easier than praying. 
This is shown by the fact that far 
more people give money than pray. 
It is an easier thing to do. You have 
your money in your pocket and you 
hand it over and that’s the end of it. 
But if you want to pray in a manner 
that brings a blessing you have to 
take time, turn aside and approach 
God with true humility and devotion. 


Giving, however, can be an accurate 
measure of humility and devotion, for 
it shows just how great my faith and 
how deep my love for God is. When 
I am faced with a mounting stack of 
bills and my income just doesn’t quite 
suffice, it takes real devotion to give 
the Lord His share and then, on top 
of that, to make an offering to Him 
in love and gratitude. 


Giving especially becomes a way of 
serving the Lord as things are accom- 
plished for Him on account of what I 
give. My gifts, for instance, may go 
to the construction of a hospital, where 
a ministry in the Name of the Lord 
Jesus will be carried on. My gifts 
may go for the support of a mission- 
ary, in whose labors I thereby have a 
part. 


But still another way in which I can 
serve the Lord is by taking my place 
in the church program. I am serving 
Him when I occupy my accustomed 
pew on Sunday morning. And I am 
serving Him when I battle my weari- 
ness and join His people in the Mid- 
week Prayer Service. I serve Him 
when I offer my services to the choir, 
or to the Sunday School... or to 
the kitchen. Let me commend to you 
that you make it a rule in your life 
that whenever possible you will re- 
spond to any call your church puts 
on you. When you hear of a job need- 
ing done and you know deep down 
in your heart that you can do that 
job, you just count it an obligation 
taking precedence over anything else 
you may feel you have to do. 


OUTSIDE THE CHURCH 


I not only serve the Lord inside 
the church, I also can serve Him in 
my activities outside the church. In 





my daily work or business, in my civic 
and social activities I can serve Him. 


How? In the things that I do or 
refrain from doing; in the things that 
I support or refrain from supporting. 
In the things to which I give my time 
and money. If I spend my time hang- 
ing around a certain club it means 
that I support that club. If I put my 
money into certain ventures, it means 
that I support those ventures. 


In the general run of community 
activities, there will be some things I 
will support and work for, as a Chris- 
tian. If these are for the spiritual 
well-being of the community, if these 
will make the community a better 
place in which to live, then I am serv- 
ing the Lord when I lend my support. 
A Christian will search for the good 
things being done in the community 
and he will make a point of sharing 
in those good things. 


On the other hand, a Christian will 
serve the Lord by taking his stand 





Yet through all, we know this 
tangled skein is in the hands of One 
who sees the end from the beginning; 
He shall yet unravel all. — Alexander 
Smith THE NEW DICTIONARY OF 
THOUGHTS. 





against evil things. Whether it be 
gambling or drinking or un-Christian 
social practices, a Christian’s testi- 
mony will be for the Lord Jesus and 
against that which is wrong. 


Have you ever thought of your re- 
lationship to the government as a con- 
text in which you can serve the Lord? 
It is. You can be loyal to your gov- 
ernment, as Paul said: “Let every 
soul be subject to the higher powers” 
(Rom. 13:1). You can pray for the 
governor of your state, whoever he 
may be. And as a ciitzen of these 
United States you can pray for your 
elected representatives in government 
and support them. 


There are many other ways in which 
you can serve the Lord. You can be 
diligent in your business, attending to 
whatever you are supposed to do. Paul 
suggested that even a slave (in that 
day) could serve the Lord in his 
slavery if he rendered his service 
* not with eyeservice, as men- 


PAGE 6 /_THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL /.APRIL 27, 1960 


pleasers; but as the servants of Christ, 
doing the will of God from the heart; 
with good will doing service, as to 
the Lord and not to men” (Eph. 6: 


6-7). 


You can be a good workman, if 
you are working for someone else. 
Or, if you are in charge of other peo- 
ple you can be a fair boss or a fair 
employer. If you are a mechanic you 
can work on that car as if it belonged 
to the Lord Himself. If you are a 
clerk in a store you can wait on that 
customer as if he were the Lord Him- 
self. And if you are a housewife you 
can clean that house as if the next 
guest in it is to be the Lord Himself. 


If you are a bus driver, you will 
drive as if the Lord were riding with 
you. If you are a business man you 
will make that deal as if you were 
dealing with Jesus Christ. Everything 
you do will be done as unto the Lord. 


This business of serving Him is 
largely a matter of daily obedience to 
Him. We go about the business of 
living in a frame of mind which is 
yielded to Him, consciously obeying 
Him in the program and decisions of 
life. Whenever you conduct yourself 
in such a way that your life’s pattern 
is in conformity to His will for you, 
you are serving Him. 


The principles we have traced apply 
not only to work but also to recrea- 
tion. Somehow people seem to think 
that when they put down their work 
for a vacation, they put down their 
obligations to the Lord as well as to 
their employers. But in our resting 
and our recreation we can also serve 
Jesus Christ. When we are away from 
home we will keep in mind that we are 
never away from Him. And if Sun- 
day comes around and we are in the 
midst of strange surroundings, we 
will make a point of finding a church 
in which we can worship Him in our 
accustomed way. 


As a Christian, every single thing 
you do, whether big or little, in con- 
nection with your work, your play, 
your family relationships or your 
private thoughts, you can do in such 
a way that you’re actually serving 
the Lord. And when you live accord- 
ing to that pattern you are “obedient 
to Him in all things’’. 

* %* * + * 

This study is also available on tape. 
Write THE BIBLE FOR YOU, Inc., 
Box 8395, Station F., Atlanta 6, Ga. 
Ask for No. 60-201-3. Each tape, on 
which there are four studies, $3.00. 
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What aspect of Christ’s death secured our freedom? 





He Descended Into Hell 


Acts 2:22-36 


Of all the articles in the Apostles’ 
Creed, none is less understood or 
more likely to provoke debate than 
the dark mysterious phrase, “He de- 
scended into Hell’. We wonder how 
that thought got in there; what pos- 
sessed the Apostolic Church so many 
centuries ago to consign the Lord 
Jesus Christ to Hell in the interval 
between His death and resurrection? 
Many people, being offended by the 
words, remove them from the affirma- 
tion which they repeat as a part of 
worship. In our own Presbyterian 
communion, perhaps half the churches 
using the Creed in their worship still 
omit the phrase from their repetition 
of it. Just a week or two ago we 
heard of a congregation recently told 
by its pastor that they would repeat 
the phrase no longer; that it would 
henceforth be deleted. 


What were the early Christians 
thinking about when they fervently 
confessed, “He descended into Hell?” 
What is the truth they were seeking 
to affirm? Peter makes reference to 
the prophecy of David, “Thou wilt 
not leave my soul in Hell” in his his- 
toric sermon on the day of Pentecost; 
and in his First Epistle (I Pet. 3:19) 
he fires the imagination of succeeding 
generations of theologians with his 
mysterious phrase, “He went and 
preached unto the spirits in prison’. 
But are these references sufficient 
evidence upon which to construct a 
major dogma? 


In order to understand the mystery, 
we must try to understand how the 
death of Christ could have differed 
from any other death — even of those 
two who died with Him — and how 
the resurrection of Christ could have 
differed from other’ resurrections, 
such as that of Lazarus and the 
widow’s son and even those of whom 
Matthew tells us “. . . came out of 
the graves after His resurrection” 
(Matt. 27:53). 


Have you ever considered what mys- 
tery is implied by the sacred writers 


who on the one hand could report 
that others had preceded Christ in 
rising from the dead; yet on the other 
hand could declare that He was the 
“first that should rise from the dead” 
(Acts 26:23), the “first fruits of them 
that slept” (I Cor. 15:20), the “first 
begotten of the dead” (Rev. 1:5)? 


Have you ever considered how His 
sufferings could have had the effect of 
an Atonement when His time on the 
cross was but a fraction of the time 
spent by others who often lingered 
for days on that instrument of tor- 
ture? 


Have you ever wondered how it can 
be true that because He died we shall 
never die .. . and we can believe that 
even if tomorrow we should die? 


Let’s go back and look at the death 
and resurrection of the Lord 
with special care. 


Jesus 


HIS DEATH AN ATONEMENT 


Without any doubt Jesus Christ 
died on the Cross of Calvary. With- 
out a doubt, also, Jesus Christ rose 
from the dead the third day follow- 
ing His death. And, according to the 
preaching of the apostles and the wit- 
ness of the entire New Testament, 
that death and resurrection have es- 
sential significance for the salvation 
of men and women. But just how that 
death and resurrection could, for all 
time, procure salvation for sinners 
who receive Him is the great and holy 
mystery before us. 


The New Testament says that in His 
Atonement Christ became the “pro- 
pitiation for our sins”. Some the- 
ologians, seeking to explain the holy 
mystery, have spoken of Christ as 
“paying a ransom for us”. Expressing 
it another way, the Westminster Stan- 
dards speak of the Lord Jesus as “sat- 
isfying divine justice, and reconciling 
us to God”. Christians have always 
believed that there was something in 
Christ’s death and resurrection which 
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accomplished for us what we could not 
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have accomplished for ourselves; that 
He paid a debt we could not pay, 
obeying the divine law in a manner 
we could not obey it. 


But Christian thinkers have never 
been able to explain the mystery with- 
out leaving it almost as mysterious as 
it was before they began to explain it. 


Upon another thing Christian think- 
ers have been agreed: that the suffer- 
ings of Christ were an important part 
of the mystery, in some way separate 
and distinct from the explicit fact of 
His death and resurrection. Somehow 
(we are told) He suffered that which 
we were due to suffer, and because 
He suffered we are spared the suffer- 
ing to which we otherwise were liable. 


Theologians, wondering how all 
these things could be, have occasional- 
ly spoken of Christ’s death as of in- 
finite value because it was an “infi- 
nite” death. They have said that the 
sufferings of Christ were infinitely 
efficacious because they were infinite 
sufferings. That is, because He was 
holy and perfect and good, suffering, 
for Him, was infinitely painful and 
therefore included (somehow) all of 
the pain of our sufferings. 


Inquisitive minds, however, have 
not been able to get away from the 
nagging questions which recur when 
they think of the Atonement. He was 
despised — others have been despised. 
He was rejected — others have been 
rejected. He was smitten and afflict- 
ed — others have been smitten and 
afflicted. He suffered the cruel death 
of the cross — two others suffered 
with Him on Calvary that day, and 
for a longer time. He died and was 
buried — others died and were buried. 
He rose from the dead — others had 
risen from the dead before Him and 
others rose from the dead after Him. 


Wherein was the Atonement? In 
other words, what aspect of Christ’s 
death and resurrection secured our 
freedom? What is there about the 
cross and the empty tomb which has a 









vital bearing upon my spiritual wel- 
fare? 


I think the answer lurks within the 
spiritual significance of that mys- 
terious phrase, “He descended into 
Hell”. Those words encompass the 
heart of Christ’s sacrifice. In those 
words the struggle over which the 
resurrection is a victory is suggested. 
Without those words — whatever they 
mean — there is no Atonement in the 
Creed. Those words throb with true 
cosmic significance. 


What do those words suggest? 


TWO KINDS OF DEATH 


To begin with, we must notice the 
curious way in which the Bible refers 
to death. The Bible, and especially the 
New Testament, does not refer to 
physical “death” as we do. And the 
Bible often speaks of another “death” 
beyond the physical experience of the 
soul’s separation from the body. 


Sometimes the New Testament re- 
fers to death as a future event. Some- 
times it speaks of death as a past 
event for some people who are still 
living! It refers to death as a fright- 
ful eventuality for some people, but 
as a happy eventuality for others. 


The Apostle Paul rather curiously 
declares, “We are dead and our life 
is hid with Christ’ and, in another 
place, he speaks of “bearing about in 
the body the dying of the Lord Jesus’’. 
Most of the time we find Paul refer- 
ring to death not as death at all but 
as “sleep.” 


When we search the Gospels we find 
that Paul had good reason so to speak 
of death for the Lord Jesus spoke of 
death in the same way. On at least 
two occasions Jesus Christ referred to 
one who was dead but whom He would 
shortly raise from the dead as being 
“asleep” and the record tells us that 
the people laughed at him for thus 
speaking of death. 


At the tomb of Lazarus Jesus ut- 
tered the strangest words to be found 
in all of Scripture on the subject of 
death: “He that believeth on me, 
though he were dead yet shall he live: 
and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me shall never die!” Today we who 
are Christians believe those words. We 
believe that because He died for us 
we shall never die. 


How can we believe such a thing 
when we know that our time is ap- 
pointed to die? 


The answer, of course, lies in the 
fact that there are two kinds, or sorts, 
of death. The first involves the 
destruction of the body and is oc- 
casionally referred to in the Scriptures 
as “sleep”. The second involves the 
destruction of the soul and is always 
referred to in the Scriptures as 
“death”. As the New Testament un- 
derstands it, the closing experience of 
men on this earth is not DEATH! 
True death—the kind the New Testa- 
ment counts important — is some- 
thing we have never seen. It is real, 
but its reality must be taken on faith 
because we know nothing first hand 
about it. 


Death, as the New Testament un- 
derstands it, is a dreadful thing. 
“Sleep”, as the New Testament under- 
stands the end of human existence, 
can be a beautiful thing, almost to be 
desired. Death is awful. “Sleeping” in 
Jesus is blessed. Death is cverlasting- 
ly painful, utterly final. It is some- 
thing to which all men are liable on 
account of sin. It is something from 
which no man returns. But it is some- 
thing the Christian confidently ex- 
pects never to experience! 


That Death which has religious sig- 
nificance is not the death of the body, 
but the Death of the soul! 


THE DEATH OF CHRIST RELATED 
TO THE SECOND DEATH 


Now the death of Christ — as an 
Atonement — was not related to the 
death of the body, but to the Death 
of the Soul! In all of our efforts to 
understand the Atonement we have 
often failed to shift our sights from 
the public spectacle on Calvary’s hill 
to the invisible world beyond the 
tomb. We have tried to find our 
eternal salvation in the physical agony 
produced by nails in human flesh 
when our eternal salvation is not from 
the physical agony produced by nails 
in human flesh but rather from that 
dreadful experience which every 
Christian confidently expects to escape, 
however painful his departure from 
this world may be. 


Remember that the Apostle Paul 
spoke of Christ’s resurrection as the 
“first fruits” from the dead? Christ 
was indeed the first to rise from the 
Dead, though He was not the first to 
rise from “sleep”. We, who trust in 
Him, place our hope of the resurrec- 
tion in the fact that He arose. 


The question, you see, is this: 
“What death did He die, and from 
what death did He rise?”’ 
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The answer lifts the eyes of our 
faith in wondrous awe to behold Him. 
For He, the great eternal God, some- 
how died the Second Death in our 
stead. Peter said it, in words full of 
mystery yet fraught with meaning: 
“He descended into Hell!”’ 


Don’t forget, the Lord Jesus was 
not the only one that day to “suffer 
under Pontius Pilate’. There were 
two who suffered with Him. And He 
was not the only one “crucified, dead 
and buried”. There were two others. 
We have not confessed our belief in 
the Atonement if our creed stops 
there or leaps from thence to the res- 
urrection. The work of Christ which 
has eternal, spiritual significance was 
accomplished behind the veil where 
faith can but dimly perceive. 


There our Lord somehow took our 
place. In the shadowy world of the 
spirit He suffered for our souls, not 
for our bodies. But this is the point: 
about His sufferings there was not 
the finality scheduled for us. His vic- 
tory consists in the fact that He con- 
quered the thing which would have 
KILLED us! 


He was not the first to go to the 
Serpent’s lair, but He was the first 
to crush the head of the Serpent with 
His heel — and then return again! 
He was not the first to survive the de- 
struction of the body, but He was the 
first to survive Death! He came back 
alive from the place of Death; He 
came back a Victor from beyond the 
point of no return! 


ATONEMENT UNDERSTOOD ONLY 
IN SPIRITUAL DIMENSION 


And what did His Death mean? 
Well, our understanding of the mean- 
ing of His Death does not begin when 
we ask why He had to die, but rather 
begins when we realize that He was 
the only one who could possibly have 
died . . . and lived again! Our over- 
whelming wonder is not that He 
should have to die, but rather that here 
was One who had the infinite power 
necessary to return from the point of 
no return; to come back victorious 
over sin and Death! Jesus Christ did 
His work of Atonement upon Calvary’s 
Cross, yes. But He did not do His 
work of Atonement in the physical 
suffering which was shared by two 
others infinitely less worthy than He. 
He did it by taking upon Himself sin 
Who knew no sin, suffering punish- 
ment Who did not deserve to suffer, 


(Cont. on p. 17, Col. 2) 
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Mexico Missions And 
Texas Presbyterians 


Our Missionary work will be a large 
issue before the General Assembly this 
year. At the heart of the issue will 
be the growing problem of nationalism 
in every part of the world. The par- 
ticular bone of contention will be 
missions policy in one particular field: 
Mexico. 


The problem in Mexico does not 
differ much from that anywhere else. 
The very illuminating statement by 
missionary statesman Dr. Hervey Ross 
(p. 4, this issue) rather ably clari- 
fies the situation. But this problem 
has been somewhat complicated, not 
only by the usual human frailties and 
misunderstandings but by the involve- 
ment of one of the home Synods, the 
Synod of Texas, which has taken sides 
against the Board of World Missions; 
which has promoted discussions in its 
newspapers by representatives of the 
Mexican Church; which has been rep- 
resented by visitors to the Mexican 
Assembly who helped that Assembly 





draw up resolutions; which has sent 
three (3) overtures of its own to this 
coming Assembly speaking of the Mex- 
ican situation and which has sent still 
another overture seeking a re-study of 
our missions philosophy. 


Just how the human element can 
loom large in a situation such as this 
one is illustrated by remarks made in 
The Texas Presbyterian by a Mexican 


elder who was asked by the edi- 
tor of that magazine to write 
his views of the situation. Dis- 


cussing the medical work in Mexico, 
this elder said, ““There is a small medi- 
cal sanatorium in Mexico City with a 
ten-bed capacity supported by the 
Mexican Church. We have many 
distinguished Presbyterian medical 
doctors in the city. Want of money, 
however, has prevented the expansion 
of this work. A few years ago the 


Mexican Mission (U.S.) established a 
hospital at a cost of about one million 
pesos ($80,000) in a small town called 
Ometepec in the State of Guerrero. 
There is no road or railroad communi- 
All personnel, 
emergency materials 


cation to this town. 
medicines and 






EDIJORIALS 


Those Commissions 


Several weeks ago we carried a 
story about a Commission on the Min- 
ister and his Work which tried (in ab- 
sentia) and censured a minister after 
reading a letter he wrote to a daily 
newspaper. Since then we have heard 
of another action by this very same 
Commission. 


The church in a small town found 
itself without a pastor. A member of 
the Commission advised the officers 
that they could call no preacher with- 
out the Commission’s suggestion and 
approval and, further, that they could 
have no ministers or other speakers 
while looking for a permanent pastor 
without the Commission’s suggestion 
and approval; adding, “We want 
preachers coming to this Presbytery 
who will cooperate with our present 
ministers”’. 


Now some Presbyteries have given 
final authority to their Commissions 
in the matter of calling and dismissing 
ministers (a Presbytery can always 
create a body to which it may grant 
its own authority as a Presbytery), 





but we have yet to be shown sufficient 
evidence that this is a wise procedure. 
Whenever a small group of men are 
given the power of “life and death”, 
ecclesiastically speaking, those who 
give them such power almost always 
regret it, sooner or later. 


The first draft of the new Book of 
Church Order took away the title 
“Commission” from the Commission 
on the Minister and his Work and des- 
ignated this body a “Committee”. 
Recent pressure has restored to the 
draft of the new Book of Church Or- 
der, which is being presented to this 
coming Assembly, the title “(Commis- 
sion”’, 


Now Presbyteries may give 
their “Committees” the power of 
“Commissions” whenever they choose. 
But in order to keep confusion at a 
minimum and clear the air so that 
ministers and congregations may feel 
once again that they breathe as free 
men, we think these bodies should be 
officially reduced to the status of 
“Committee” which is what they pri- 
marily are. 





PAGE 10 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / APRIL 27, 1960 


such as oxygen have to be taken in by 
plane ... A coordinated strategy in 
the use of the resources of the Church, 
both national and foreign, would un- 
questionably yield better fruits.” 


Notice the situation as this Mexican 
elder honestly sees it: “Mexico City 
with its large population of Presby- 
terian doctors, but no Mission hospital; 
Ometepec, in an isolated area, with a 
Mission hospital. Notice what he 
wants: close up the Mission hospital 
in an area where it is desperately 
needed and shift those funds and sup- 
port to Mexico City so the large con- 
tingency of Presbyterian doctors can 
have a good hospital in which to prac- 
tice. Notice his complaint: a lot of 
money being spent in a place where 
the National Church cannot control it. 


But is “missions” designed to set up 
(in this case) Mexican Presbyterian 
doctors in the Capital City? Or is “‘mis- 
sions” the program of reaching the 
unreached and the lost as far out in 
isolated areas as you can go? And 
what are those distinguished doctors 
doing in Mexico City if they want to 
have a part in “mission” work? 


And just where does The Texas 
Presbyterian stand in this issue? 





The Seed Sprouts 


From sources across the world — 
men and women dealing with people 
of other nations at the grass-roots 
level — there comes this ominous re- 
port: the resistance to Communist 
overtures has been noticeably reduced 
since Khrushchev’s visit to the United 
States. 


Their natural reaction is: Why 
should we take an adamant stand 
against Russian visitors, offers of as- 
sistance, cultural exchange? You 
Americans have invited Mr. Khrush- 
chev to visit you and you entertained 
him royally. Now your President is 
scheduled to visit Russia. Are we 
justified in taking a different posi- 
tion? 


To some of us who are considered 
unduly suspicious of any Communist 
contracts it seems that at every point 
Russia is succeeding in softening up 
opposition and in furthering her long- 
range plans for eventual world domi- 
nation. That she is accomplishing this 
without the firing of a shot but adds 
to her domestic and international 


power. 
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The seeds were first sown in 1932 
and since that time, year by yeai, 
the demarcation between right and 
wrong has faded more and more. One 
wonders whether the trend can be re- 
versed; whether the failure to sense 
the danger in which we find ourselves 
ean be replaced by a spiritual and 
moral awareness which alone can bring 
an insight born of God-given convic- 
tions rather than man-made action~ 
of expediency? 

—L. N. B. 





A Roman Catholic 
In The Home 


What would you do if you had a 
child in your home that you had prom- 
ised would grow up Roman Catholic? 
How would you set the spiritual tone 
of your home in order to insure the 
fact that upon reaching maturity this 
child would be Roman? 


After reading the RNS story re- 
ported on p. 3, we sat back and tried 
to imagine what it would be like to 
rear a child in the nurture and ad- 
monition of a faith other than our 
own. Would we cut out family devo- 
tions, or would we send the child up- 
stairs when we had our devotions? 
Would we quit saying grace at the 
table or would we let him wait until 
we had finished before he came into 
the dining room? 


And just how would we teach one 
catechism with sincerity to one child 
and a diametrically opposed catechism 
to another . . . with equal sincerity? 
Then there would be the matter of 
prayers which are perfectly all right 
for one child to repeat but a sin for 
the other to repeat. And books which 
one child may read but the other may 
not. And television programs which 
we would encourage one child to see 
but from which we must bar the other. 


In OUR home, at least, there would 
also be the problem of mixed mar- 
riages. When the time for dating 
came, how would we explain to our Ro- 
man child that he should not become 
serious about Protestants and to our 
Protestant child that he should not be- 
come serious about Roman Catholics? 


We wonder how ecumenically-mind- 
ed people who go so far as to mini- 
mize the differences between Ro- 
manists and Protestants; who see no 
differences between the faiths that 
cannot be “worked out’? — would an- 
swer questions such as these? 


A Layman And His Church 


THE “POST-CHRISTIAN” ERA 


Some of the world’s leading writers, 
particularly in Europe, speak of the 
“post-Christian” era, and place the 
contemporary scene in that setting. 


This is, we believe, not only a per- 
version of historical truth; it is also 
a failure to rightly evaluate the na- 
ture and role of the Church. 


The Church has always been a wit- 
nessing force within a pagan setting. 
Christians have always been in a mi- 
nority. It is also wishful thinking 
which envisions Christianity as a con- 
quering force, sweeping before it all 
opposition and eventually triumphing 
as an ecclesiastical organization. 


The history of the Church is one 
in which times of great activity and 
material success have led to close ties 
with the world and a misunderstanding 
of her mission. Then, when there is a 
recession of these things, and because 
the unseen spiritual nature and power 
of her witnessing is unrecognized, pes- 
simism prevails. 


Christ who some day will appear 
in power and great glory with all His 
holy angels is the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, and it is He who will 


conquer. The Church, His Bride, will 
be purified and glorified. To there- 
fore speak of a “post-Christian era” 
is to lose sight of the fact that for 
God time does not exist and that 
when the time of His setting is come, 
He will finally triumph. 


The sovereign God knows His own, 
and across the world the witness of 
true believers (many of them, for in- 
stance within the fold of the Roman 
Catholic Church) is an unending one. 
Cathedrals may change from sanc- 
tuaries to museums; ecclesiastical or- 
ganizations may be but religious 
counterparts of secular business; many 
who name the name Christ may be 
found with a form of godliness but 
denying the power thereof; but, the 
true Church of Jesus Christ continues 
and prospers and faithfully witnesses 
to her Lord and Savior. For all such 
there is no “post-Christian” era. 


But those who use this phrase are 
being realistic from their standpoint. 
They are familiar with the history of 
the Church as she swept up through 
Europe and on to the uttermost parts 


of the world. Now they look at empty 
cathedrals and the lost power of the 
Christian witness in the civilizations 
which claimed the Name of Christ; 
and now they see the biological growth 
of the world’s population four times 
as fast as the spiritual birth rate, and 
to them this spells the doom of Chris- 
tianity. 


That God holds men and nations re- 
sponsible for the degree of truth they 
have received seems vividly clear. 
That man has also only too often per- 
verted the truth and lived a lie, all 
in the name of Christianity, is equally 
clear. 


Should this not lead to the deepest 
soul searching? How have we used 
the privileges which are ours? How 
truly have we put first the Kingdom 
of God and His righteousness? How 
faithfully have we believed, taught 
and preached the Gospel as revealed 
in the Scriptures? How carefully have 
we sought to live lives consistent with 
the faith which we profess? How of- 
ten have we merely regarded the 
Church as a social asset, a religious 
lightning rod? Do we truly believe in 
Jesus Christ as the Son of God and as 
our only means of redemption from 
the guilt and penalty of sin? 


To many people this is a personal 
post-Christian era. They have lost 
their first love. Secondary matters 
have assumed a place of primary im- 
portance. Christ, the Church, the Bi- 
ble, prayer, all have become stale and 
emptied of meaning. 


The Church herself is, as always, 
plagued by inertia, dissention and 
error. But within the visible Church 
there is a continuing host composed 
of redeemed sinners who are saints 
on this earth and destined to reign 
with Christ for eternity. 


While for some this is in reality a 
post-Christian era, for believers there 
is no such thing. We have always 
been in the midst of a battle and will 
continue to be so. We live in the 
Devil’s world, and strife with evil is 
inevitable. For us, work is imperative 
while yet there is day. For us the out- 
look is as bright as the promises of 
God. 


(Cont. on p. 17, Col. 3) 
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LESSON FOR MAY 8, 1960 


The Peacemakers 


Bible Material: Matthew 5:9, 21-26, 38-48; Mark 10:35-45 
Devotional Reading: Micah 4:1-5 


Micah gives us a very beautiful picture of a time 
of peace for this war-torn and war-weary world: “And 
he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong 
nations afar off: and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. But they shall sit every man 
under his vine and under his fig tree: and none shall 
make them afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of Hosts 
hath spoken it”. May God grant that this day may 
soon come! We are waiting; we are watching for the 
coming of our Lord and His reign upon the earth. 
Our hope for a warless world is in Him. Christ is our 
Hope: all is bound up in Him. Christ on the cross, 
redeeming the world from sin; Christ in the heart, 
cleansing from sin; Christ on the throne, reigning and 
ruling the nations of the world. 


Let me stress two remarks in Micah’s prophecy. The 
first, “neither shall they learn war any more”. Ever 
since sin came into the world, the people of the world 
have been learning to fight and war with each other. 
And well has the world learned how to make war. 
There has been more progress — if you can call it 
progress — in this field than in any other and our 
weapons are so terrible today that we stand aghast at 
the very thought of another World War. Awful as 
the last two were they would be “out of date” now. 
We have the means in our hands of destroying the 
world in a few days or even hours. 


Why are men so foolish as to spend billions upon 
billions of money upon weapons to slay one another? 
The nations have become drunk on the “wine of 
Babylon”; therefore the nations are insane. There 
have always been some wicked aggressor nations who 
by their actions force other nations to protect them- 
selves. As long as we have wicked people we will 
have war and nations like the United States which 
want peace have to be ready to defend themselves. In 
the same way we have to have policemen to protect us 
from criminals. I have thought of war as “the devil’s 
university”. This will be closed some day and men 
shall learn war no more. There are so many things 
more worthwhile than learning how to kill one another. 


The second phrase is, “and none shall make them 
afraid”. Fear has possession of many hearts and minds 
today. Almost every day some new crisis arises and 
we think war is just about to break out. To change 
the figure of speech we are like people living on the 
side of a volcano. We can see the smoke and hear 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


the rumblings and are afraid it will erupt any day. 
There are so many sore spots dotted over the world that 
a world war could start almost anywhere — in Berlin, 
in China or in the Near East or Africa. With all our 
improvements and inventions and culture we are in 
fear all the time. Micah tells of the time when this 
fear shall exist no longer. That will be a blessed 
time! 


I. “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called the children of God’—Matthew 5:9. 


There are many things to think of as we consider 
this verse, the heart of our lesson for today. 


1. Let us fully realize that God is the Great Peace- 
maker. Turn to the second chapter of Ephesians, 
verse 13, “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes 
were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For 
He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition between 
us; having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the 
law of commandments contained in ordinances: for to 
make in Himself of twain one new man, so making 
peace: and that He might reconcile both unto God in 
one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 
and came and preached peace to you which were afar 
off and to them that were nigh”. Or II Corinthians 
5:18: “And all things are of God, Who hath reconciled 
us to Himself by Jesus Christ and hath given to us 
the ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not im- 
puting their trespasses unto them: and hath committed 
unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech 
you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God. For He hath made Him to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him”. There could be no 
peace, and no hope of peace in the world, if God had 
not come in the Person of His Son and died on the 
cross. This is plain from these and other verses. 


We have a Gospel of peace to preach to a world of 
sinners because “He is our Peace”. Mankind as a 
whole are in a state of rebellion against God. We can 
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tell the blessed story that “the war is over” (Phillip’s 
translation). Peace between sinful man and a Holy 
and Just God is now possible through Jesus Christ. 
We can beseech men to be reconciled to God. This 


is the greatest thing we can do to promote peace in 
the world. “There is no peace, saith my God, to the 
wicked.” Peace in the world will only come when 


men are born again through faith in Jesus Christ. 
When men are regenerated and become new men in 
Christ, then we will have peace. As long as the world 
is full of wicked men we will have wars and rumors 
of wars, and good people will have to protect them- 
selves and their homes by being prepared for war. Sad 
as this is, it is only too true. 


Of course, we are to do all we can to promote a 
just peace in the world, but we should remember that 
peace, like purity, is a heart matter. The first thing 
for us to do is to be sure that we have peace in our 
hearts, the peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing which will guard our hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. Then we can carry the Gospel of peace 
to all the world — how beautiful are the feet of those 
who preach such a Gospel! Then we can live at peace 
with our fellowmen and support all proper efforts to 
bring about peace between warring sections of society 
and warring nations. We will be indeed the children 
of God. Let me repeat, however, that our only hope 
for real and lasting peace is Christ: He is our Peace. 
He is the Prince of Peace and when He comes the Sec- 
ond time there will be a peace like that promised by 
Micah and the other prophets. 


II. Making Peace with our Fellowmen: 
5:21-26; 38-48 


Matthew 


In order to have peace with those about us there 
must not be any anger in our hearts. In interpreting 
the commandment, “Thou shalt not kill,” Jesus makes 
this plain. When we lie down to sleep are we sure 
there is no anger toward anyone? When we come to 
worship and bring our gift to the altar, “Leave there 
thy gift before the altar, and go thy way: first be 
reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer 
thy gift” (Matt. 5:23)! Make peace with our brother 
and then we can worship God, and then we can sleep 
quietly at night. Let no anger or malice or hatred 
remain ix: our hearts. 


In our dealing with others never pay back a bad 
turn with a bad turn: “But I say unto you, that 
ye resist not evil; but whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other 
also. And if any man will sue thee at the law, and 
take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. And 
whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him 
twain” (Matt. 5:39-41). If we followed these direc- 
tions there would be little or no quarreling between 
man and man. They are not easy instructions to follow 
and it will take all the grace that God can give to 
enable us to do as Jesus says. It will make us very 
happy if we do carry out His commands along this line. 
It will prove that we are indeed sons and daughters of 
the most High. We will have to be real “born again” 
Christians to live such a life of peace. Isaac is a fine 
example of a man who did his best to live at peace 
with his neighbors and when they strove about the 
wells, he quietly dug other ones. Abraham was a 


man of peace. He gave Lot every advantage and let 
his nephew take the best of the land. Our Lord Him- 
self is the best example of one who resisted not evil 
and like a lamb before the shearers opened not His 
mouth. 


In verses 43-48 Jesus goes even further: “But I say 
unto you, Love your enemies, bless (pray for) them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which despitefully use you, and persecute 
you”. Paul, in Romans 12:20-21 says, “Therefore if 
thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him 
drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire 
on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good”. Suppose all of us would obey these 
words, what a difference it would make in the world. 
We cannot expect those who are not Christians to 
obey such heavenly orders, but Christ has a right to 
expect His children to do so. 


Needless to say that if these commands of Jesus 
were carried out in the lives of people we would have 
a peaceful world. Even if practiced by Christians, 
there would be a far different world. 


Ill. Keeping Peace in the Church: Mark 10:35-45 


There was a disturbing question which caused much 
wrangling among the disciples: Which one of them 
would be greatest? And James and John finally asked 
Jesus openly to “Grant unto us that we may sit, one 
on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in 
thy glory”. Jesus rebuked this spirit of self-seeking 
and said, “But it shall not be so among you: But 
whosoever will be great among you, shall be your 
minister, and whosoever of you will be the chiefest, 
shall be servant of all”. This spirit has disturbed the 
peace of the church all down through the centuries 
and is seen today. The path of greatness in the church 
is the path of humility, of service, of sacrifice, even 
as the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto but 
to minister and give His life a ransom for many. Chris- 
tians should copy Christ. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 8, 1960 


Witnessing 


Scripture—Acts 1:1-8 

Suggested Hymns— 
“We Have a Story to Tell to the Nations” 
“Living for Jesus” 
“Lord, Speak to Me that I May Speak” 


(We are listing some appropriate verses which you 
may want to use in a Bible drill. Rev. 14:6-7; Luke 24: 
47-48; Acts 26:16-18; I Chronicles 16:23-24; Matt. 28: 
19-20; I Cor. 16:9; Jonah 3$:1-2; Matt. 24:14; Isa. 43:6-7; 
Acts 13:47; Psalm 18:49; Mark 16:15; Isa. 42:4; Psalm 
96:3; and Mark 13:10.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


As a transitive verb, the word “witness” has two 
important meanings that we want to consider in a 
spiritual sense. In one sense, “witness” means to hear, 
observe, or experience something first-hand. In another 
sense, to “witness” means to relate the experience, or 
to make it known. In the courts of law a witness is 
someone who knows something by experience, and who 
then tells what he knows. Christ’s witnesses are those 
people who have a personal knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
and who then tell about their experience with Him. A 
Christian witness knows Christ and makes Him known. 


First Speaker: 


The courts will not accept second-hand knowledge 
as legitimate testimony. In like manner, a_ person 
cannot become a legitimate Christian witness just be- 
cause he knows what others say about Christ. He may 
even know what the Bible says about Christ, and still 
not be a real witness. To be a true Christian witness, 
one must have a first-hand, personal knowledge of 
Christ. How can we have this knowledge . . . this 
personal acquaintance? 


Personal knowledge of Christ must be based on 
fact. We must know something about Christ before 
we can know Him as a person. The Bible is our 
source book. We learn the truth about Christ from 
the Bible. The Bible tells us that He is the Son of 
God and that He died on a cross to save us from our 
sins. The Bible tells us much more, but these are 
the basic essentials. If we believe that Jesus is the Son 
of God and that He died to save us from our sins, 
then we can come to know Him personally (as a per- 
sonal Savior and Lord) by putting all our trust in 
Him. The Bible speaks of “receiving Christ”. This 
means putting our faith in Him and in Him alone 


YOUTH WORK 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


for salvation. When we do this, Christ lives in us. 
Then we know that we are saved, and we know that 
Christ lives in us. We actually witness the presence 
and the salvation of Christ in our own lives. Only 
when we have had this personal experience are we 
qualified as Christian witnesses. 


Second Speaker: 


According to our definition, a witness not only 
knows something but he tells what he knows. One 
side of Christian witnessing is our personal experience 
with Christ. The other side is to make that experience 
known to others. 


The most obvious way to tell about our experience 
with Christ is through the use of words, and the most 
obvious way to use words is in a conversation. There is 
a Gospel song which says: 


Jesus is all the world to me: 
My life, my joy, my all. 

He is my friend from day to day. 
Without Him, I would fall. 


Surely all of us who are Christians agree with the 
sentiment of that song. If He means so much to us, 
why do many of us find it so difficult to talk about 
Him in our daily conversation? Perhaps Satan makes 
it seem hard to talk about Christ because he knows 
how effective such witnessing is. One of the most 
powerful sermons that can be preached is when a 
Christian tells another person what Christ means to 
him. We can also use words to tell what Christ has 
done for us in the letters we write and by encouraging 
people we know to read Christian literature. 


We can show what Christ means to us by the way 
we live. We say that Christ has saved us and that our 
lives are transformed. Should not that transformation 
show in the way we live? We are supposed to be dif- 
ferent. Can our friends actually see any difference 
in our lives? Do we show that Christ means much to 
us by faithfully attending and supporting His church? 
Are we cleaner and purer in speech and conduct than 
those who are not Christians? Do our lives show forth 
the love and kindness of Christ? Are we thoroughly 
dependable? We are Christ’s witnesses when we demon- 
strate in our living what He has done for us. Our 
words of witness will sound empty if our living is not 
consistent with that which we profess to believe. 


Third Speaker: 
Jesus told his early disciples that they would receive 
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power from the Holy Spirit, and that then they would 
become His witnesses. We need the Spirit’s power for 
witnessing today. This power is necessary to help us 
speak wise words and live effective lives. 
receive the power of the Spirit? Simply by recognizing 
our need and asking for it as the Lord Jesus said, 
“And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
For everyone that asketh receiveth; and he 
that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall 
be opened. If a son shall ask bread of any of you that 


unto you. 


How do we 


(Luke 11:9-13). 


is a father, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a 
fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? Or if he 
shall ask an egg, will he give him a scorpion? If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 


your children; how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” 


(In the closing prayer ask God for spiritual power 
to be effective witnesses for Him.) 





OVERTURES—from p. 4 


another reunion battle. Some people 
don’t think we would lose a thing. We 
believe the things we would lose some 
people probably do not hold dear. 


11. and 12. Kings Mountain, Win- 
ston-Salem (Annuities and Relief) 
want the ministers’ retirement plan 
changed so as to protect the rights of 
widows should they remarry ministers. 
— A _ technicality which probably 
should be corrected. 


13. Synod of Virginia (Annuities 
and Relief) wants to see the status of 
retired ministers studied with a view 
to their further usefulness in the 
Church. — It has been our observa- 
tion (Journal, Dec. 9) that the con- 
fusion existing in the matter of what 
a retired minister can or cannot do 
is largely a misunderstanding. Retired 
ministers may preach as often as they 
are invited. They may not establish 
a connection which is, to any practical 
purpose, permanent, thus returning to 
the active pastorate. 


14. Florida (Education) wants the 
publishing schedule of S.S. materials 
changed so that quarterlies no longer 
appear Jan. — April — July — Oct., 
but on some other basis following the 
school year. — Seems to us that the 
question to be answered is: Should 
Rally Day and Promotion Sunday be 
changed to another day? 


15. Meridian (Education) desires 
the publication of a companion vol- 
ume to the new “Hymnbook” similar 
to the old “Handbook to the Hymnal’’, 
describing authors, composers, ete.— 
We think it is a good idea. 


16. Appomattox (Education) desires 
a wider use of trained Christian Edu- 
cation personnel, especially in regional 
offices, thus freeing ministers to the 
pastorate. — We certainly need more 
men in the pastorate. But in our free 
society, no one is being forced to ac- 
cept an administrative or executive po- 
sition against his will. If a man wants 
to work in an office or in the field, 


closing a few doors will not neces- 
sarily send him back to the pastorate. 


17. Northeast Texas (Education) 
wants the Assembly to study “non-de- 
nominational” youth movements such 
as Youth For Christ, Young Life, Nav- 
igators, etc. — Two things occur to us 
here: 1) If our Church speaks out 
against “non - denominational” youth 
movements, it must be sure and 
include all such movements, not just 
the Evangelical ones. We have in 
mind, for instance, the very radical 
and influential Faith and Life Experi- 
ment which openly solicits support 
from churches in Northeast Texas; 2) 
the Assembly should ask itself why 
Evangelical movements outside the 
established churches have swept the 
country with such evidences of power? 
Is it because the established churches 
have watered down the spiritual con- 
tent of their teaching and preaching 
programs until it is well-nigh gone? 


18. Orange (Education) wants a 
special program prepared, oriented to 
the need for challenging our member- 
ship with the call of the ministry and 
of missions service. —- When the As- 
sembly adopts this excellent sugges- 
tion, it might incorporate an amend- 
ment authorizing a study of the rea- 
sons why there are so few candidates 
for the ministry and for missions serv- 
ice. 


19. and 20. Southwest and John 
Knox (Women’s Work) want the As- 
sembly to tell the Board of Women’s 
Work to follow the same program and 
calendar year as the rest of the 
Church. — We believe the women will 
see the wisdom of the suggestion them- 
selves. 


21., 22. and 23. South Texas, North- 
east and Central Texas (World Mis- 
sions) want the Assembly to take ac- 
tion respecting a request coming from 








How much is 
she worth to you? 


You'd never put a price tag on 
your child. 
wish to place a price on the 
value of her Christian nurture. 
You want her to have the very 
best. Every church can afford 
literature for a complete educa- 
tional program—pupil’s quar- 
terlies, teacher’s guides, teach- 
ing pictures, 
youth 
guides, and Action (the leader- 
oo magazine for every teach- 
er). 

Our Presbyterian literature offers you all these for 
only five cents per week per pupil enrolled—a small 
price when you. think of what it means to her. 


Nor would you 


story papers, 
vespers, devotional 
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the General Assembly of the Mexico 
Church; and 24. Central Texas (World 
Missions) further wants an independ- 
ent study made of our entire phil- 
osophy of World Missions. — We have 
commented at length on these over- 
tures in connection with the annual 
report of the Board of World Missions 
(Journal, April 6). Our church already 
recognizes national churches in virtual- 
ly all countries where we have work; a 
“commission” is already authorized by 
the Assembly to represent us before 
these national churches, namely the 
Board of World Missions; and a study 
of missionary philosophy—looking to 
the changing of ours in conformity 
with some of the radical ideas abroad 
in the world — by a committee on 
which there shall be no member of 
the Board of World Missions is a pre- 
judgment of our Board which it does 
not deserve. It was just six years ago 
(1954) that a previous effort to dis- 
credit our World Missions program re- 
sulted in an ad-interim committee 
which brought in a report completely 
vindicating the Christian statesman- 
ship of our overseas work. There is 
no need to go through that again. (cf. 
the fine article by Dr. Ross in this 
issue). 


25. Louisiana (General Council) 
wants a definitive theology of steward- 
ship presented to the Church, with 
special regard to the place of tithing 
under the New Testament pattern.— 
The General Council could well under- 
take such a study, inviting Biblical 
scholars to participate. 


26. Holston (General Council) 
wants a ten-year forecast on capital 
funds campaigns. — We wonder if it 


will not be rather difficult to forecast 
the Church’s needs ten years in ad- 
vance, except in the most sweeping 
generalities. 

27. and 28. Pee Dee and Suwanee 
(General Council) want to return the 
Church Extension season to the Fall.— 


glance from our point of view, is more 
clearly understood when it is realized 
that the General Assembly of Mexico, 
organized as late as 1947, is still 
young, and that its officers (Mod- 
erator, Stated Clerk and Treasurer) 
wield far greater power than do the 
corresponding officers of our General 
Assembly. Furthermore, they hold of- 
fice for three years instead of one, 
and are generally charged with all 
major decisions of the Assembly be- 
tween meetings. Therefore it is per- 
fectly natural for them to assume, 
though this assumption is obviously 
incorrect, that all matters related to 
mission business and financial re- 
quests, can be handled directly be- 
tween the officers of our Church and 
theirs, without first going through the 
Mission and the Board, as at present. 


Realizing the practical difficulties 
of this procedure, the General As- 
sembly, in a session four days later, 
approved the following recommenda- 
tion as brought in by its “Commission 
on Relations’: “That the Supreme 
Ecclesiastical Bodies of the Churches 
in the United States of America that 
support missions in our country, be 
asked to name fully authorized repre- 
sentatives to work with the officers of 
this General Assembly, on future re- 
lations with our National Presbyterian 
Church of Mexico.” This second ac- 
tion provides for the creation of a 
special consulting committee, to be 


composed of two representatives from 
the U. S. Presbyterian Church, two 
from the United Presbyterian Church, 
and at least four from the Presby- 
terian Church of Mexico. This com- 
mittee would be charged with the 
formulation of an acceptable pro- 
cedure to handle church-mission rela- 
tionships in a manner compatible with 
the dignity of the Mexican church and 
with the purpose of the Missions. 


It is of historical interest to note 
at this point that a committee, similar 
in ultimate purpose to the one pro- 
posed, is already in existence, that is, 
“The Mixed Committee of the Gen- 
eral Assembly and the Missions”, in 
which the National Church and the 
four Presbyterian Churches with Mis- 
sions in Mexico participate. These 
are the U. S., United and Dutch Re- 
formed Presbyterian Churches and the 
Pioneer Mission Agency. This com- 
mittee was created in 1947 at the time 
of the organization of the General 
Assembly in Mexico, for the express 
purpose of handling all matters deal- 
ing with church-mission relationships, 
and has functioned effectively ever 
since, except for the last three years, 
when the former Moderator and Stat- 
ed Clerk tended more and more to pre- 
sent mission-related issues directly to 
the General Assembly without pre- 
vious discussion by the Mixed Com- 
mittee. 


A study of the degree of independ- 





Westmins 


Theological 





IS THE Bible the infallible Word of God? 


John Murray, Professor of Theology replies: 
It $5 ours to accept the witness of the Bible, 
for God alone can certify to us the 
character of His own Word. And He 
asserts that all Scripture is God-breathed, ' 
and as borne by the Holy Spirit men © 
spoke from God. And Jesus said, The 


Scripture cannot be broken 


Professor Murray is one of a company | 
of distinguished scholars who compose 
the faculty of Westminster. Qualified 
students of many denominations receive 
a unified course of study designed to pre- | 
pare them for a ministry relevant to our § 
day and faithful to the infallible Word. 


Courses leading to the B.D., Tb.M., 
and Th.D. degrees are offered. 


We are inclined to think the request a 
reasonable one. With Church Exten- 
sion presently celebrated in May, it 
pretty well gets lost in the shuffle of 
Spring activities and appeals. 










MEXICO—from p. 4 

that the General Assembly of Mexico 
should no longer deal directly with the 
missions or their representatives, but 
that all relations should be from Gen- 
eral Assembly to General Assembly, 
thus by-passing the missions and their 
Boards. 


This request, astonishing at first 
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ence achieved by the Church in Mex- 
ico as regards the traditional criteria 
of self - government, self-propagation 
and self-support reveals that the 
church is at present at three different 
stages of development in these re- 
spects. It obtained complete ecclesi- 
astical autonomy in 1925, when the 
constitutional laws of Mexico forbade 
foreigners from being pastors (and 
priests) of Mexican Churches. Since 
then no missionary has been a member 
of any church court (with a few very 
recent exceptions), though the mis- 
sions send fraternal delegates to all 
church courts, and they in turn send 
representatives to all the meetings of 
the missions. 


As regards the second criterion of 
self-propagation, the Church in Mex- 
ico has made remarkable progress in 
the last two decades of carrying on 
its evangelistic out-reach, though it is 
still considerably aided in this respect 
by the missions, especially though the 
Assembly and Presbytery Committees 
of Church Extension. 


It is in the matter of self-support 
that much still needs to be done. For 
example, of the $17,238.00 that com- 
prised the General Assembly’s budget 
for 1959, our mission alone supplied 
$15,545.00 of this for the work of 
the Assembly’s agencies, namely, the 
Presbyterian Seminary in Mexico City, 
the Central Bible School for Women, 
the “Salud Hospital’ in Mexico City, 
the Publishing House, the Committee 
on Youth Work and the Church Ex- 
tension Committee. This figure does 
not take into account the help given 
by the United Presbyterian Mission, 
whose treasurer sent aid directly to 
these agencies rather than through the 
treasurer of the General Assembly, as 
did our mission. 


One of those who spoke on the 
floor of the Assembly stated that it 
was undignified for the Assembly to 
have to appeal to mere missions for 
financial help, that this should be rath- 
er to our respective General As- 
semblies. What has not been made 
clear, perhaps, is that the Mexico Mis- 
sion is the General Assembly of our 
Church in action in Mexico, and that 
the Board of World Missions is the 
Assembly’s agency for dealing with 
mission matters. Undoubtedly this 
will be placed in its proper context 
at any meeting of the consulting com- 
mittee. In this connection it is of in- 
terest to observe that in the Cuer- 
navaca minutes from which we have 
quoted the two actions above, there 


are at least seven different requests 
for financial help from the missions. 
Awareness of this embarrassing and 
contradictory position has spurred 
some of the leaders of the Church to 
work towards a greater measure of 
self-support, and it was with great 
enthusiasm that the Assembly passed 
a resolution to study the possibility 
of implementing a program of steward- 
ship to achieve complete financial in- 
dependence in the next 12 years, when 
Mexican Presbyterians will celebrate 
their centennial. While this plan is 
probably unrealistic, it does indicate a 
fervent desire on the part of the Mex- 
ican Church to strive towards complete 
self-support as soon as possible. 


The Mexico Mission welcomes the 
discussions on these crucial issues, and 
is confident that the cordial relations 
which have characterized its dealings 
in the past with its Mexican brothers 
in Christ will be on an even higher 
plane, as the emerging Presbyterian 
Church of Mexico reaches new levels 
of spiritual development and achieves 
a greater awareness of its total re- 
sponsibilities in the common task of 
evangelizing Mexico. 


® * * * * 


Dr. Ross, a second generation mis- 
sionary, is in charge of the hospital 
work in Morelia. 





HE DESCENDED—from p. 8 


dying Who was not liable to Death— 
and returning victorious! 


Now we can see much more clearly 
how Christ’s work of Atonement can 
have had a very real effect upon our 
own spiritual condition. Because He 
died, we escape Death: because the life 
which is in Him, is now in us! He re- 
turned, as it were, without the smell 
of Death upon Him, in order that we 
might be “inoculated” with His Victor- 
ious Spirit! Thus, as Paul says, “the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live 
in the Son of God who loved me and 
gave Himself for me.” I live because 
“Christ liveth in me” and this Life 
of His is immune to Death, having 
conquered it! Christ Himself said that 
it was necessary that He should go 
away in order that we might receive 
Power. That Power which we receive 
makes us new creatures, living crea- 
tures, possessing that thing called 
eternal life, and destined never to die! 


Eternal life is not something which 
we expect to acquire at some future 


date. By the grace of God it is our 
possession now, and that which we call 
death is not Death at all, but a simple 
transition to an infinitely better life 
because there was One who was will- 
ing to die in order that we should not 
have to die. 


In the Atonement we have, indeed, 
the “mystery of godliness.” We shall 
never, in this life, understand what 
occurred, but in humble gratitude for 
our redemption, “purchased by 
Christ,” we believe that the Captain 
of our Salvation “descended into Hell.” 





LAYMAN—from p. 11 


The Apostle Paul knew the danger 
of letting secondary things dispossess 
his life of the best. In I Corinthians 
9:25-27, he writes: “Athletes will take 
tremendous pains — for a fading 
crown of leaves. But our contest is 
for an eternal crown that will never 
fade. I run the race then with de- 
termination, I am no shadowboxer; | 
really fight! I am my body’s sternest 
master, for fear that when I have 
preached to others I should myself be 
disqualified.” (Phillips) 


For the unbelieving world there will 
certainly come a post-Christian era, 
a day when the door is shut and a 
belated awakening will bring about 
what our Lord describes as “wailing 
and gnashing of teeth,” a day when 
it will be said: “The harvest is past, 
the summer is ended, and we are not 


saved” (Jer. 8:20). 


For the Christian there is no such 
experience. But there can well be re- 
gret that we did not take advantage 
of the privileges and opportunities 
which were ours. On every hand there 
are those who need Christ. Our own 
church is pleading for consecrated 
young men and women to enter into 
the unlimited opportunities in nine 
different parts of the world. 


We desperately need to awaken 
from our own personal lethargy. The 
things for which so many Christians 
are striving will perish with the using 
— money, pleasure, position, fame. 
The things which will last for eternity 
are the gold, silver and precious stones 
of lives lived daily in the conscious 
presence and by the power of the liv- 
ing Christ. 


For the true Christian there is no 
“post-Christian” era. 


—L. N. B. 
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JHE CHURCH AY HOTTIE 


LAYMEN VISIT MEXICO 


ZITACUARO, Mexico — (PN) — 
Some 20 men from the Dallas, Texas, 
First Presbyterian Church will visit 
this small city west of Mexico City in 
May to conduct a three-day series of 
Christian Leadership classes in the 
Presbyterian Church. 


The trip is a result of a visit to 
Dallas by Dr. Benjamin Alvarez re- 
cently. In addition to being pastor of 
the Zitacuaro Church, Dr. Alvarez is 
also Stated Clerk of the National Pres- 
byterian Church of Mexico. During 
his visit to Dallas he extended an in- 
vitation to the men of First Presby- 
terian Church which has been ac- 
cepted. 


The Texans will lead the following 
courses during the school: duties of 
church officers, men’s work, general 
religious education work, Christian 
teachings. on family life, history of 
church-state relations in the United 
States, a question and answer panel 
on American problems and personal 
devotions in Bible study. 





YOUTH MISSIONS CONFERENCE 
TO CONVENE 


DECATUR, Ga. — The 8th Annual 
World Missions Conference, sponsored 
by the student Society of Missionary 
Inquiry at Columbia Seminary for 
high school and college age young peo- 
ple, will be held at Rock Eagle State 
Park near Eatonton, Ga., April 29 - 
May 1. Speakers will include Dr. 
John Melton of Baton Rouge, La., 
Mrs. Seldon Turner of Kentucky, Rev. 
Sam Patterson of Mississippi and Dr. 
Cecil Thompson of the faculty of Co- 
lumbia Seminary. 


An outstanding event of the year, 
these annual World Missions confer- 
ences have attracted increasing num- 
bers of young people from all over the 
South. Sponsored and promoted en- 
tirely by the student leaders at Co- 
lumbia Seminary, the last such con- 
ference attracted well over 1,000 
young people. 


Total cost is $10.00. Registration 
blanks and information may be se- 
cured from Jim Huffaker, Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


OFFICERS INSTALLED 


McDONOUGH, Ga. — In services 
held at the Kelley church, April 3, 
with Dr. Bonneau H. Dickson, Chm. 
of Church Extension for Atlanta Pres- 
bytery in charge, the following new 
officers were ordained and installed: 
Elders, Homer L. Chafin, Edward B. 
Dunn, W. Raleigh Hightower, Walter 
V. Owen; Deacons, J. S. Chafin, Wil- 
liam T. Kelley, Jerry R. Scott, E. E. 
Thompson, Sr. Mr. Joseph W. Easter, 
Jr., is student pastor of the church. 





PAN-PRESBYTERIAN TOWN 
AND COUNTRY CONVOCATION 


ATLANTA, Ga. — A Pan-Presby- 
terian National Convocation on the 
Church in Town and Country will be 
held in the Central church, Louisville, 
Ky., Nov. 1 - 3, under the theme: 
“The Living Christ in a Turbulent 
Society”. Denominations participat- 
ing will be the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., the United Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A. and the Cumberland Presby- 
terian Church. 





CHURCH REPORTS 
OUTSTANDING REVIVAL 


HUGHESTON, W. Va. — A dra- 
matic outpouring of blessing accom- 
panied special services held in the 
Hugheston church, March 7 - 18. Fol- 
lowing an intensive period of prepara- 
tion through prayer and visitation, the 
week of meetings with the Rev. Jack 
L. Fleck witnessed a total of forty- 
two decisions for Christ, thirty-four 
of which were professions of faith. 
The Hugheston church’s membership 
before the meeting was sixty. The 
Rev. Bertis E. Downs is the pastor. 





LA. SYNOD SCHEDULED 


FERRIDAY, La. — The 59th Stat- 
ed Session of the Synod of Louisiana 
will be held at Silliman College, Clin- 
ton, La., May 17 - 18. A Pre-Synod 
Conference on Evangelism, with Dr. 
John Anderson of Orlando, Fla., and 
Dr. C. L. King of Houston, Tex., will 
be held May 16. On the program for 
the meeting of Synod is Dr. C. Grier 
Davis, newly elected President of Mon- 
treat. 


SCHOLASTIC AID ESTABLISHED 
AT FLORIDA COLLEGE 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — A 
Founding Freshman grant of $15,000 
has been established at Florida Presby- 
terian College, according to Dr. Wil- 
liam H. Kadel, president. The money 
will be used to help “worthy, qualified 
and capable” students to attend the 
new school opening this fall at its in- 
terim Maritime Base campus. Tuition 
and fees at Florida Presbyterian have 
been set at $925 a year. Room and 
board are an estimated $550 extra. 


Latest addition to the faculty an- 
nounced by the college is Mr. Guy 
Owen Baker, dramatic opera tenor and 
one of the nation’s leading choral di- 
rectors. Mr. Baker will be Choral Di- 
rector and Assistant Professor of Mu- 
sic at F. P. C. 





ARKANSAS LAUNCHES DRIVE 


LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — For the 
first time in its 132-year history, the 
Synod of Arkansas has launched a fi- 
nancial campaign for the support of 
its institutions and program. The goal 
is $1,000,000. Frank Lyon of Little 
Rock, campaign chairman, said the 
drive represents “not a beginning but 
a new start, a revitalization of the 
Synod and all its member churches 
and institutions in their Christian 
work”. 





DAVIDSON HONORS 


DAVIDSON, N. C. — Nine seniors 
and one junior at Davidson College 
have been elected to membership in 
Phi Beta Kappa this year. The seniors 
are: Larry W. Baggett, Charles D. 
Benson, Robert D. Croom, III, Alfred 
F. MacKay, Larry K. Meyer, Thomas 
B. Price, Lamar W. Riggs, H. Edward 
Spivey and T. Perrin Wright. The 
junior is James T. Anderson. 


Fifty-one high school seniors from 
15 states and the District of Columbia 
have been awarded competitive schol- 
arships at the college for studies be- 
ginning next school year in a program 
under which more than $150,000 is 
awarded annually in scholarships of 
all kinds. 
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PREDESTINATION, by Pierre 
Maury, Intro. by Robert Mackie and 
Karl Barth. John Knox Press, Rich- 
mond. 109 pages, $2.50. 


The late Pierre Maury of France was 
one of the most attractive leaders of 
the ecumenical movement. Here he 
presents predestination from the point 
of view of a pastor and adds several 
sermons, including the last one he 
preached. The messages are present- 
ed with force and fervor and char- 
acterized by devotion to Christ and 
appreciation of the grace of God in 
Him. 


Through the main article there runs 
an attack on the classic theology of 
Augustine, Luther and Calvin for al- 
legedly treating election as an act of 
an abstract deity prior to Christ and 
in which scheme Christ is the executor 
not the foundation. He goes so far 
as to say that such a God is “a 
capricious tyrant; not the God of 
grace”, (p. 35). Then on page 37 
Maury contradicts his own earlier 
statement and commends the great 
theologians of predestination for be- 
ing “theologians of grace’”’ who “al- 
ways brought the Church back to the 
very centre of her faith. God is a 
God who forgives, a God of grace.” 


One is grateful to the Barthians 
for placing God first and for their 
emphasis on Christ and on grace, but 
we plead with them for a fuller recog- 
nition of the place of Christ in Cal- 
vin’s thinking. For Calvin, as later 
for Barth, Christ as God the Son is 
the author of election, Inst. III.xxxii, 
7, and he prays that “we may be led to 
Christ only as the fountain of elec- 
tion”. For Calvin it is beyond all con- 
troversy, that no man is loved by God 
but in Christ; He is the beloved Son 
in whom the love of the Father per- 
petually rests, and then diffuses itself 
to us; so that we are accepted in the 
Beloved.” Inst. IIL.ii. 32; IIDI.xxiv.5; 
II.xvi.4, and Commentary on Ephesians 
I. Calvin’s insistence that God in 
Christ is the perpetual object of a 
Christian’s faith and his great ascrip- 
tion of all blessing to Christ, Inst. II. 
xvi.19 are in accord with Maury’s fine 
testimony that Christ is the mirror in 
which God allows us to see His true 
divine countenance and realize His 
sovereign purpose to be with us and 


for us. “He is more Emmanuel than we 
are sinners’. “God has uttered the 
name Emmanuel, and in that Name is 
all peace.” “God’s generosity is Jesus 
Christ.” “God justifies the unjustifi- 
able”, “We only have to live in and 
on the righteousness of Jesus Christ.” 

—Wm. C. Robinson, Th.D. 





SCHOOLS — GOVERNMENT, OR 
PUBLIC?, by T. Robert Ingram. St. 
Thomas Press, Houston. 50 pp. 35c. 


Schools — Government, or Public? 
is a very timely and potent article as- 
serting that our “public” schools are 
not really public but government 
schools, since compulsory support and 
compulsory attendance are enforced 
by the government. The government 
also regulates what is taught and who 
teaches in the schools. Actual public 
control of schools has long since van- 
ished. It is now considered a crime 
not to favor the “public” schools. 
School children are faithfully taught 
that Horace Mann was the “father of 
public education”. However, it is 
pointed out in this article that it was 
through his influence that the control 
of the schools was taken away from 
the public and turned over to the gov- 
ernment. 


Christian people are challenged to 
take again the control of our schools 
and reassert our conviction that “it is 
God that teacheth man knowledge’”’ 
(Psalm 94:10) — not Caesar. This 
pamphlet should be in the hands of all 
Christian people and all parents inter- 
ested in the education of their chil- 
dren. 

—John R. Richardson, D.D. 





Atlanta, Ga. 

ABRAHAM KUYPER, by Frank 
Vanden Berg. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publ. Co., Grand Rapids, 306 pp. 
$4.00. 


Dr. Abraham Kuyper, “the greatest 
Calvinist since Calvin’, was one of 
the Netherland’s most controversial 
yet colorful personages. He was born 
in 1837 and died in 1920 after eighty- 
three years of service as a clergyman, 
an educator and a statesman of no 
mean degree. 


In his biography of Kuyper, Frank 
Vanden Berg of Grand Rapids has pro- 
duced an unexcelled analysis of the 
character and life of Holland’s Grand 
Old Man. He shows that Kuyper was 
not only a hard fighter, but also a 
strong builder. One of the great mon- 
uments to his memory in the Nether- 


lands is the celebrated Free University 
of Amsterdam, founded in 1880 as a 
free, Calvinistic, national university 
with its five colleges of liberal arts, 
theology, law, medicine and natural 
science. 


Kuyper was also the instigator of 
the Reformation of 1886, which sought 
to purify the State Church and bring 
it back again to allegiance with his- 
toric Calvinism. 


Failing in this, Kuyper and his fol- 
lowers felt conscience-bound to or- 
ganize a secession from the State 
Church. This they did in 1886, calling 
their Reformed Church the Doleantie 
(Mourning). This Low German 
Mourning Reformed Church in 1892 
united with the Christian Reformed 
Church (1834) to constitute the Re- 
formed Churches in the Netherlands 
(or Free Church), a presently power- 
ful Calvinistic body on the Continent, 
and still remaining true to the Belgic 
Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, 
and the Canons of Dordt. 


Kuyper even became Holland’s 
Prime Minister, and accomplished 
many significant legislative achieve- 
ments, always guided by the Word of 
God. This good man’s. greatness 
stemmed from his Calvinistic convic- 
tions which presented Christianity as 
an all-inclusive life and world view. 
Kuyper said, “In the total expanse of 
human life there is not a single square 
inch of which the Christ, who alone is 
sovereign, does not declare, ‘That is 
mine!’ ” 


In days when so many Christians 
are so uncertain about so many things, 
it would do every Presbyterian good 
to read a biography like this. 


—Rev. John H. Knight 
Smyrna, Georgia 











*YOU HAVE NO IDEA WHAT YOUR SERMONS 
MEAN TO MY HUSBAND SINCE HE'S LOST 
HIS MIND” 
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MINISTERS 


Joseph MacLeod, Pasadena, Tex., 
‘has accepted the call of Holston 
Presbytery to direct its Christian 
Education program, effective May 1. 


' B. Clayton Bell, Camden, Ala., will 

become pastor of the Chapel in the 
"Pines church, Birmingham, Ala., 
May 1. 


John R. Hendrick, from Austin, 
Tex., to 312 Beverly Dr., San An- 
tonio, Tex. 


. George W. Gunn, from Arkadelphia, 
Ark., to Fayetteville (UPUSA), 
Ark. 


William L. Hogan, now doing gradu- 
‘ate work at Columbia Seminary, 
* will become assistant pastor of the 

Trinity church, Montgomery, Ala. 


Levi H. Humphreys, now at Union 
Seminary, will become pastor of 
the Littleton, Warrenton and Gruver 
Mem., churches, Littleton, N. C. 





DEATHS 


Mrs. Minnie McCoy Contois, pioneer 
leader of Presbyterian Women in 
Louisiana, died in Alexandria, 
March 15. Born in Huntersville, N. 
C., for the past half century she 
_ had made her home in Louisiana 
where, in 1913, she assisted Mrs. 
W. C. Winsborough in organizing 
the first women’s auxiliary in the 
state, serving as its first president. 





LETTERS 
ICHABOD 


For several years I have read reg- 
ularly the Journal and have taken 
pleasure in it, but under its new man- 
agement it is so very different from 
the Scottish Presbyterianism that I 
inherited from my maternal ancestry 
and in which I took great pride and 
pleasure, that I have no wish to con- 
tinue reading it. This is to advise 
immediately that I no longer wish to 
be a subscriber. 


—Mrs. Richard Price 
+,, Washington 9, D. C. 


We had been under the impression 


that the Scottish Presbyterianism we 
got from our own paternal grand- 
parents (plus the Child’s Catechism 
at the age of 4 and Shorter Catechism 
at age 7) was pretty orthodox.—Ed. 





LIKES DR. GUTZKE 


I think the very BEST thing that 
has happened to the Journal in recent 
years is the addition of the very fine, 
very able, very gracious teacher, Dr. 
Gutzke . . . ONE of the very, very 
few Ph.D.’s who can write in language 
we 8th graders can understand. He 
doesn’t even attempt to impress us 
with his knowledge of Greek. Isn’t 
that, in itself wonderful indeed? The 
Lord brought him to the Journal at 
just the time you needed him most... 
You have desperately needed articles 
to inspire and comfort the children of 
God. Convict sinners, yes, but do not 
forget the saints. They need teaching 
and help. Gutzke is the man. Do 
hang onto him if only to print his lec- 
tures. 

—Floyd Ziegler 
Sarasota, Fla. 


Don’t you worry. We have Dr. 
Gutzke’s coattail caught in the door 
and we have thrown away the key. 


—Ed. 





UNITARIAN vs. R. CATHOLIC 


I am equally perturbed by the 
thought that a man like Stevenson 
might be nominated for the Presi- 
dency. I’d just as soon vote for a Ro- 
man Catholic as for a Unitarian. Very 
few people realize that the Unitarians 
do not accept our Lord Jesus Christ 
as the Son of God; that they preach 
“salvation by character’ and believe 
in the “progress of mankind onward 
and upward for ever”. 

—Mrs. J. P. Kidd 
Austin, Tex. 


Even more people fail to perceive 
that the religious issue is different, in 
the case of a Roman Catholic. There 
the question is not so much what the 
man believes as WHO he obeys. If a 
President takes any of his orders — 
as on public schools, federal aid, birth 
control, etc. — from a foreign govern- 
ment, can he say he is utterly loyal 


to the U. S.?—Ed. 





POTPOURRI 


Some 35 years ago I was elected 
and ordained a Deacon in a U. S. 
church and subsequent to that time I 
have been ordained an Elder. About 
10 years ago a number of copies of 
the “Banner”, of the Christian Re- 





formed Church fell into my hands, 
and some of its criticisms of our 
Church I resented. In “searching the 
Scriptures” to disprove the charges I 
learned to my amazement that they 
were true. Then I subscribed to the 
Journal and learned that there were 
some who were not surrendering 
without a struggle. I have heard the 
Journal called many names by “min- 
isters”, names unbecoming any Chris- 
tian, which only strengthened my con- 
viction and faith in the historic Pres- 
byterian doctrines. For the past 8 
years I have been especially grateful 
for the information in the Journal, in- 
formation I have reason to believe has 
been suppressed by most other publi- 
cations, information I believe to be 
most relevant to members of our 
Church in our struggle for survival. 


—Ross Anthis 
Louisville, Ky. 


Please pass the “names” along. 
We're making a collection, maybe 


there’s a new one in the lot.—Ed. 





Let me express sincere appreciation 
for your recent editorials. They are 
pointing out and holding up central 
issues and situations existing in our 
Church which have not heretofore 
been touched in quite the same effec- 
tive way. We are pushing the Journal 
in our church and among our people 
and others. Our prayer is that Our 
Lord will give you wisdom and knowl- 
edge to continue this ministry so vital- 
ly needed. 

—(Rev.) R. P. Robertson 
Oak Hill, W. Va. 





We appreciate your publication very 
much and are encouraging our people 
to subscribe to it. It is the only pa- 
per that fully keeps our folks abreast 
of the real issues involved in doctrine, 
church government and Christian liv- 
ing. 

—Mrs. David E. Hamilton 
Pensacola, Fla. 





I am anxious to strengthen the 
thinking of the entire officer member- 
ship of our church . . . I will send you 
a list of names plus a check to cover 
charges and postage if you will ar- 
range to mail 100 copies of a good 
issue (the March 16th issue containing 
the article on the National Council 
of Churches is just what we need). 


—New Orleans 


We are always delighted to accede 
to requests such as this one.—Ed. 
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